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ﬂbp Caucus September 2006

2006 Olga Blondheim Lunch

Saturday Noon, October 21 (Provincial Convention October 20-22)

Buffet in the Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn
16615 — 109 Avenue, Edmonton

Guest Speaker: Linda Goyette on “Standing Together for Change”

“I will talk about the courage of the 103 Alberta women who wrote for Standing Together, and how the

rest of us might borrow some of that courage to speak out for democratic change in Alberta.”

Tickets: $25 $20 low income

Available from: Starr Curry 453-2854  Marg Brown 468-1636  Provincial Office: 474-2415

Memberhip.

Provincial Women’s Caucus AGM will be held Saturday 7:30 a.m. October 21 in
Room 2205-2207 in the big tower of the Mayfield Inn. Look for direction signs.

Buns, muffins, tea, coffee and juice will be available.

Positions that need to be filled are: Treasurer, Co-chair (from southern Alberta) and Secretary

If you are willing to run or be nominated or know someone you'd like to nominate

please email starr.curry@portagecollege.ca

Hedda Zahner of Calgary has generously donated a painting to raise money for the Olga Blondheim Fund.
Details will be decided during the WC provincial executive teleconference on September 23, but the painting
will be raffled during provincial convention.

“The image is an oil painting of a wild Tiger Lily* taken from a photo | took myself

at Indian Graves

It is glazed with a flexible coat of MSA varnish, which will help protect it from sun damage
and cracking. | make the stretchers (substrate for the canvas) myself from kiln-dried,
clear cedar that is glued and screwed to prevent warping, and they are fairly light frames.
The canvas is 12 oz. duck that | stretch and prime myself after the raw canvas is
attached to the frame. The painting edges are cleanly finished and do not require framing
as they are already painted. The painting is about 2.25" deep altogether.”

*Wild Tiger Lilies are edible and make a great garnish or main ingredient in a summer salad. They

taste a little sweet.

Campground near Turner Valley.

Hedda Zahner http://www.hedarts.homestead.com.
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from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm. The guest speaker will be announced later.
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from provincial office

Can you help?

One of our delegates to Provincial Convention
needs a place to shower and to cook during
convention.

Due to severe chemical sensitivities, the home
must be chemical free.

This means no:

* perfumes  * scents * air fresheners

* brand new rugs, painting, or furniture

* smoking

Cleaning and laundry products, shampoos and
soaps must be all natural.

from provincial office

Room Booking:

Save the party thousands of dollars by
booking a hotel room during convention.

Rooms start at $107 plus tax and can be
booked by calling 1-800-661-9804.
Please book as soon as possible, rooms
are going fast!

Can you take a billet or give a ride?
Call Chantelle at 780-669-8925 or 1-800-

465-6587.

Please contact Chantelle at 780-669-8925 or 1-
800-465-6587 if you have or know of such a
place. (We have one such place lined up, but it
is a fair distance from the convention site.)

These resolutions will be brought to Provincial Convention October 20-22, 2006 at the
Mayfield Inn, Edmonton

4 Resolutions on Child Care

WHEREAS there is a shortage of regulated child care spaces in Alberta; WA quality, publicly-funded child
care would provide children with educational and social programming proven to help overcome economic,
social, class and other barriers to full integration into society; WA Canada lags behind all other advanced
industrial countries (except for the United States) in building a comprehensive national child care system.

1. Be it resolved that the NDP urge the provincial government to support the Federal Child Care and Early
Learning Act introduced by the NDP May16, 2006, in order to give legislative authority to the principals of
quality, accessibility, affordability, and development in the provision of regulated child care for all
Canadians.

WHEREAS the current provincial legislation governing child care (the Social Care Facilities Licensing Act
with an attached Child Care Regulation) only ensures minimum standards of care; WA the birthright of
children is that they be honoured with our best efforts for their nurturance; WA a proposed provincial Child
Care Act is in the development stages and may be proclaimed by the fall of 2007,

2. Be it resolved that the Alberta NDP urge the provincial government to establish a Provincial Child Care
Act. And furthermore that such an Act should specifically insure: children have access to quality-regulated
preschool and quality-regulated child care, child care staff must be paid at levels comparable to other child
care professionals working in the field of education (such as those with an equivalent level of training in

Early Childhood Development), and that the provincial government bears the responsibility to ensure there



is adequate funding in place to make the previous goals attainable and sustainable. This will ensure that
childcare centres are able to attract and retain staff well-qualified staff.

WHEREAS two-thirds of women in Canada with children under three years of age work outside the home;
and three quarters of women with children ages three to five years of age are working outside the home;
WA

in 2004, only15.5% of Canadian children had access to regulated child care; WA the creation of a
Provincial Childcare System as part of a National Childcare Program cannot be delayed because families
need this support for their children; WA Stephen Harper created uncertainty, upon taking office, by the
announcement that his government would phase out the current five year plan for creating regulated child
care spaces by March 31 of 2007 and replace it with tax incentives and a $100 a month credit to parents of
all preschool children; WA the $1200 annual payment to parents per preschool age child to be brought in, in
July of 2006 would only cover a small portion of regulated child care expenses and is not required to be
used for child care. This $1200 per year credit is taxable and therefore will not be available for all parents;
WA The Child Care Advocacy Association of Canada has already stated that to provide regulated child
care 10 billion would be needed by year 2015 (not just the 5 billion over five years promised by the
Liberals).

3. Be it resolved that the NDP urge the provincial government to insist the federal government honour the
previous federal government's promise of five year funding at a level that meets or exceeds the previous
Liberal government's five year plan.

WHEREAS the recent trend in Alberta toward private child care has been associated with a warehousing of
children and a lowering of standards of care in order to provide a profit; WA the province has recently
implemented a five point plan that provides financial incentives for child care centres to pursue excellence
and best practice standards; WA child care centres have identified retention of trained staff as a major
difficulty;

WA secondary institutions struggle to fill Early Childhood Education programs due to the inadequate
salaries and benefits prevalent in child care centres; WA child care centres are already closing down and
cutting back on the number of children due to the uncertainty of sustainable funding; WA our children are a
valued resource and they should be treated with respect and the professionals that care for them should be
provided with incomes comparable to other child care professionals.

4. Be it resolved that the NDP urge the provincial government to continue aspects of the Five Point Plan for
the financial incentives contingent on pursuit of accreditation must also by maintained in order for child
care centres to sustain best practice standards.

Furthermore, be it resolved that the NDP urge the provincial government to maintain present grant levels
associated with the pursuit of accreditation, even if federal transfer funding for child care is no longer
provided by Ottawa.
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2006 Annual Report
Alberta ND Women'’s Caucus holds most of its meetings by teleconference but had a face-to-face meeting in
Red Deer in April. The main activities include:

Developing a Women'’s Caucus Website — Under the guidance of Tim Sloan, one of the Party website
masters, Iris Mather is putting it together. Fields to be included are

e a bio of Olga Blondheim

¢ the Provincial Women’s Caucus Constitution



participation in the WC
position descriptions of the executive
past policy resolutions as well as those submitted to provincial convention this year
newsletters
membership/donation form
current events bulletin of WC activities
e WHC provincial executive contacts.
When these fields are complete it will be linked to the party website and become a means to communicate
with women across the province about women’s issues. The goal is to have it online before provincial
convention.
Policy resolutions — drafted by Manuela Campbell and edited by the Provincial Women’s Caucus executive.
The new Child Care Program that was introduced by the federal Conservatives was the program policy focus
for these resolutions.
Provincial Executive positions
¢ We thank Melanie Thomas our Secretary Membership from Calgary who has moved to Montreal to
attend McGill University but she will be back in Alberta in the future bringing lots of good ideas with
her.
e We thank Gaye Metz, our Co-Chair from Lethbridge, who wants to spend more time strengthening her
health
e We thank Lou Crocker, our Treasurer from Calgary, who has been the accountant face of the
executive for many years as well as providing support for women'’s issues in Calgary.
e These positions all need to be filled
Pre-Election Planning Women’s Caucus wants to run workshops for women contemplating running for
public office: one in southern Alberta and one in the north in conjunction with party election workshops.
Candidate Search Holly Heffernan of Calgary was chosen to participate on the provincial party candidate
search.
Edmonton Women'’s Caucus sponsored the Olga Blondheim Brunch on May 7 and raised nearly $2000; and
the annual garage sale in July raised nearly $900 for the Olga Blondheim Fund.
Calgary Women'’s Caucus raised nearly $900 for the Olga Blondheim Fund from ticket sales on a
photograph donated by Lee Anne Pellerin, administrative assistant at party office.

- Starr Curry, Co-Chair
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More about Linda Goyette

Edmonton writer Linda Goyette selected and compiled the stories and poems in Standing
Together. She is an accomplished author who wrote for the Edmonton Journal for 20 years
as a reporter, editorial writer and editorial page columnist and won two National Newspaper
Awards for her writing. Linda is the author of Edmonton in Our Own Words, a new history of
the city, completed with researcher Carolina Roemmich; and Kidmonton: True Stories of
River City Kids. She won the Grant MacEwan Author's Award for this work in 2005. Linda
contributes a regular column in albertaviews as well as feature articles to other regional and
national magazines.
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We are fairly confident that the WC website will be linked to that of the party by mid-September even
though all the intended topics won'’t be on it by then. Goto www.albertandp.ca and click on the
link to Women’s Caucus.



"JUST DESSERTS"

an evening with Susan Scott
! discussing her new book "All Our Sisters" and the special needs
of women and children in crisis

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15t - 7 p.m.
INDO-CANADIAN CLUB, 826 EDMONTON TRAIL NE, CALGARY

TICKETS

$15.00 each or 2 for $25 (sponsor a low income - buy two)

ALL PROCEEDS TO THE OLGA BLONDHEIM FUND SUPPORTING PROVINCIAL WOMEN

CANDIDATES

Tickets/info - ANDP 219-8183 or sscott@albertandp.ca
! Beth Wiwchar 282-0463 or bether@shaw.ca
Holly Heffernan 255-0479 or holly50@gmail.com

DESSERTS AND REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE

Presented by the Calgary ND Women’s Caucus
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Yes, as a member of the NDP, |
important work (membership

Women’s

Cau CUS want to join the Caucus and support its
includes newsletter subscription).

Name Enclosed:

Address $10 Caucus ($3 seniors or low income)

City/Postal Code L] New L] Renewal

Phone I am a member in good standing of
the NDP; OR

e-mail

I'd like my newsletter by D email

Please mail to:
ND Women’s Caucus c/o |I. Mather
10939-148 Street
Edmonton, AB T5N 3H6

Provincial Office Toll Free: 1-800-465-6587
Phone: 780-474-2415

[l post

Fax: 780-474-6138

NDP membership fee ($20 regular;
$5 student, PAC or low income)

donation for:
Women’s Caucus

Olga Blondheim Fund

$ Total enclosed

Don’t forget to renew your membership!!
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